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In Europe and il*ltaly, the request for organic food
increases...
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Consequences—> strong increase of import from
Third countries



Organic products from within the EU can be circulated freely
in all EU Member Stites

All produce imported from Third Countries and labeled as
organic must conform to strict rules which cover all the

stages aﬁpioduction, processing and importing.
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“Equivalent guarantees” and “compliant
products

Reg. 834/07 , under Art. 2, “Definitions”, equivalent, in describing different systems or
measures, means that the products are capable of meeting the same objectives and
principles by applying rules which ensure the same level of assurance of conformity
with the EU Regulation.

Under the compliance regime, on the contrary, a non-EU operator has to fulfill all the
requirements of EU legislation, including all detailed production rules and labelling.
In contrast to the equivalence regime, the rules followed must be identical, and not
merely equivalent, to the ones applicable in the EU, that is to all EU Regulations on
organic farming.
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As implementation of the Art. 33 of EC Reg 834/2007, 2
Reg. No.1235/08 “laying down detailed rules for
implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007
as regards the arrangements for imports of organic
products from third countries”

The list of equivalent Third

countries (Argentina,
Australia, Canada,
Costarica, India, Israel,
Japan, New Zealand,

Switzerland, Tunisia and
USA)
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ARGENTINA

1. Product categories (produvits whose export is authorized)
Category of products /Designation of category*/Limitations

Unprocessed plant products A e

Live animals or unprocessed animal products B With the exception of livestock and livestock products,
bearing or intended to bear indications referring to conversion

Etc.

_ \
2. Origing® (L 2 B
3. Producti®n
4. Com

5. Contro €¥ Code number / Name /Internet address

?’;

dard: Ley 25 127 sobre “Produccion ecoldgica, biolégica y organica”.

Ity Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria SENASA, www.senasa.gov.ar

« AR-BIO-001 Food Safety SA www.foodsafety.com.ar
6. Certificate issuing bodies: as at point 5.
7. Duration of the inclusion: unspecified.

*Categories are included in Annex IV: A= Unprocessed plant products; B= Live animals or
unprocessed animal products; C= Aquaculture products and seaweed; D= processed agric.

products for use as food; E= processed agric. products for use as feed; F= vegetative propagating
material and seeds for cultivation



1. address
2. Web

#

3. Third countri&,' code numb

Third country

Bosnia and Herzeg.

Serbia

4. Exceptions: in-converion

5. Duration of inclusion in tf

Code number

BA-BIO-131
HR-BIO-131
RS-BIO-131




it continues nevertheless to be valid the
tion to import to the Competent Authority, until 1 July 2014.
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L CHANGE! in the operations of
inie-products from Third Countries
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—all the products re€ognized as originating from the equivalent Third

, may be brought freely into the EU and
ithout previous approval of the Competent
riti@ssof the Member States



In its way to the drafting of ANNEX IV, the Commiission
evaluated not only the operative capacity of all the recognized
Control Bodies, but also the standards they apply in the
different countries, according them the “equivalence” to the
European rules.
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The new Regulation 508/12 shifts the barycenter of the rules for
importing organic products from Third Countries towards
equivalence,

. For these reasons, it is important to
monitor closely the evolution of such “revolution”, monitoring at
the same time:

- the modalities undertaken to put into practice this reform
- the modalities about the foreseen control system.
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Control at the EU border

Harmonized controls are needed:

- If a MS1 applies stricter controls at the —
border or refuse a product, it's possible
that trade changes route through MS2
(e.g. feed raw materials in Italy);

- Decision-making on blocking some
products (in case of irregularities) is
not harmonized at EU level,;

- Differents procedures for verification of
consignements in the MSs;

- Custom entry points usually are not
conscious of rules of organic
legislation in all MSs because OF is a
very small percentage of imported
products.
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» Experience showed that accidentality could become

» Downgrading products in absence of a legal action

Management of irregularities

The very long supply chain show also difficulties on
solve cases of irregularity;

OFIS notifications to Italy « OFIS is a very useful tool to exchange information in
case of irregularities.

% E « However management of irregularities need an

increasingly effort for the MSs;

HEEEN
HEEEN

:fﬂ a
| ———— + The major number of irregularities (> 90% in Italy) is

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

linked to findings of pesticides or GMOs;

a justification of high level of contamination (up to
LMR for pesticides or 0,9 for GMO);

level, CBs had to face risks of legal action taken by
operators;
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SISTEMAUNEORMATIV.OIAGRICOLOINAZIONALE
Gestione Notifiche di Attivita Biologica
Notifica
Territorio

Titolo di Superficie Superficie in base al metodo Unitd

Riferimenti catastali
Possesso catastale produttivo produttiva

Compulsory since October 1t, 2012
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Italian proposals to EC

Traceability and

controls

-Update rules: more detailed rules on controls for sellers and importers ;
-Semplification of procedures for primary production and short supply chains;
-Discourage trade without physical possession of the product (not only paper activity);
-Rules when operator leaves the system: documents should be available for 5 years;

-Harmonized tools for traceability (e.g. data-bases, transaction certificates, cross-
check beetwen CBs);

-Improve computerisation at MSs and EU level,;

Control at the border

-Common rules, and more detailed, for risks analisys;

- Additional code for organic products at EU level;
-EU data base of the Certificate of Inspection (COl);

-Indication of the entire supply chain in COI and link beetwen custom Data Base and
organic Data Base,;

-Control of SAD and cross-chek of the COI contents (products/CB/TC);
-Control room for decision-making on the block of the products;

Managemen

t of

Irregularities

-A lower and sure level for residues of pesticides and GMOs at EU level

Ky
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INTERNATIONAL CENTRE
FOR ADVANCED

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL

DE HAUTES ETUDES ol
AGRONOMIQUES MEDITERRANEAN

MEDITERRANEENNES CIHEAM AGRONOMIC STUDIES

0
IMENTARE £ FORESTALL

RRANEO DI BARI

MHO20 8aM xeara
for your kind
attention to this
complicated issue!.

Lguarrera@iamb.it
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